Smart Reader Checklist—Fiction

(Before Choosing and Reading a Book)

Front Cover

Title
- What is the book about?  What kind (genre) of book?  What do I expect?

- What might the conflict and climax be about?

- Am I interested in reading this book?

Author - Does the name sound familiar?

- What other books have I read by this author?

- What were those books about?  What genre of books? 

- Did I like them?



     - Am I interested in reading this book?


Picture - What is it a picture of?



     - What might the book be about? WARNING - authors vs. illustrators



     - Don’t judge a book by its cover.

     - Is the illustrator also the author?

- What might the conflict and climax be about?

- Am I interested in reading this book?

Front/Back Cover, First Pages


Reviews - What are others saying about the book’s quality?  Who are they?



       - Are any awards listed?  Who are they from?

- Am I interested in reading this book?

Publishing Page


Printing Dates - How many times has the book been printed?  Popular?


Copyright Date - When was the book written?  What might the setting be?

Dedication Page

Dedication - To whom is the book dedicated?  What might that tell me about the book, the characters, the setting, the conflict, the climax, etc.

Author’s Note Page
Author’s note - What is the author telling me about the book, the characters, the setting, the conflict, the climax, etc.

Smart Reader Checklist—Fiction/Nonfiction

(Before Reading)
1. What do I already know about this topic?

2. What does this topic remind me of?

3. What do I think I will learn?

4. What do I want to learn?

5. What questions do I still have?

6. What are the purposes of reading?

7. What type of text is this?

8. How should I read it?

9. At what speed should I read it?

